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Dr. David Satcher is flanked by Conference Moderator Dr. Judy Regan
(Left) and DMHMR's Director of Public Information Martha Robinson who
provided his introduction.

Virginia Trotter Betts, M.S.N., J.D.,
R.N., FA.A.N., senior advisor on
Nursing and Policy to the U.S. Secretary
and Assistant Secretary of Health, talked
about Accepting the Public Sector’s
Responsibility for the National Strategy.

Yolanda Shields, executive
director of Sharing the Vision,
Nashville was a Teen Suicide
Panelist.
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Tennessee Suicide Prevention
Conference Attracts 600

Nearly 600 people attended the Tennessee Suicide Prevention
Conference in October in Nashville. The conference was
modeled after the National Suicide Prevention Conference in
Reno, Nevada, which produced the original draft of the National
Suicide Prevention Strategy.

Suicide is the eighth leading cause of death in the United
States and is increasing for young persons, African American
young men, and adults over 65. Suicide attempts are estimated to
exceed 750,000 annually with 95 percent of those who commit or
attempt suicide having a diagnosed mental illness. Families of
those who commit suicide create a population of over 4 million
mourners in this country.

A toll free hotline 1-888-SUICIDE is staffed by more than
1,000 volunteers .





